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Research Question

To what extent has the rise of online 

platforms, coupled with the shift in 

leadership from Obama to Trump

contributed to the increase of mass 

shootings perpetrated by right-wing 

extremists in America since 2015?



Definition of Right-Wing Extremism

A reaction to perceptions of negative

change [that] aims to revert fundamental

features of the political system to some

imagined past state.

Samuel Jackson, Oath Keepers.



Threat of Right-Wing Extremist Violence from 2008-2017



Definition of Mass Shooting

A minimum of four victims shot (either fatally
or not) excluding any shooter killed or
injured in the attack

The Gun Violence Archive



Mass Shootings in America from 2014-2019



Hypothesis

The change in presidency from Obama to

Trump coupled with the resources that

online platforms present for extremist

groups caused the uptick in right-wing

extremist mass shootings.



Methodology

•Process tracing using causal mechanisms, "a 

theory of a system of interlocking parts that 

transmits causal forces between a cause (or a set 

of causes) and an outcome"

•X= causal condition

•Y= outcome



El Paso Mass Shooting

•When: August 3rd, 2019

•Where: Walmart in El Paso, 

Texas

•Victims: 22 killed, 24 injured

•Targets: Hispanic individuals

•Perpetrator: Patrick Crusius



Case Study, Patrick Crusius

• X= Crusius’ belief that immigrants are a threat to America and 

therefore should be eradicated

• Y= The enactment of Crusius’ beliefs during the El Paso 

massacre.

• A: Crusius’ perceived threat under Obama

• B: The proliferation of online platforms

• C: Trump’s campaign and election



Crusius' Twitter Page



"The Inconvenient Truth," Crusius's Manifesto



Online Platforms Catering to Right-Wing Extremists



Findings

• Niche online platforms create a "contagion" phenomena

• Conducive environments for radicalization

• Direct correlation between increase in right-wing extremist mass 

shootings and the proliferation of such online platforms

• Trump's influence has a clear impact, but there is not enough 

evidence to make him directly responsible



Conclusion

• Hypothesis partially correct

• Online platforms are linked to the increase in right-wing 

extremist violence

• Will become easier to measure Trump's level of responsibility 

as a new administration emerges

• Right-wing extremist mass shootings are an increasing threat 

to the United States, regardless of Trump’s potential influence.


